








Maria Khoury Salameh
Ph.D. student in the Korin Lab,  
Cardiovascular Nanomedicine Engineering 

“ Ever since childhood, I’ve wanted to 
study at the Technion. I studied physics and 
electronics in high school in Haifa, and it 
was a natural step for me to apply to the 
Technion. I chose biomedical engineering 
and felt right at home as soon as I entered. 
I felt that I belonged. The more I studied, 
the more I discovered that knowledge was 
unlimited. At the same time, I learned to 
believe in myself. This humbling experience 
motivated me to study more and to work 
harder.

I had a great advisor, a Ph.D. researcher 
named Netanel Korin. But while I con- 
tinued for an M.Sc. in biomedical 
engineering, he left for a postdoc at 
Harvard. After my master’s, I worked at 
the Faculty of Medicine then decided to 
continue for a Ph.D. At that point, Prof. 
Korin was back at the Technion as a faculty 
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student in his newly established lab.”

Professor Eyal Gottlieb
Director, Laura and Isaac Perlmutter 
Metabolomics Center, Technion Integrated 
Cancer Center (inaugurated in November 
2016), Rappaport Faculty of Medicine

“ I was going to be a veterinarian, but when 
I got a taste of research I was instantly hooked. 
I got into cancer research during my master’s 
and doctoral degrees in the early ’90s. My 
journey then led to postdoc appointments at 
the University of Chicago and the University of 
Pennsylvania, where I began to focus on cancer 
metabolism. 

There was great interest in the U.K. in cancer 
research. I landed a position at the Beatson 
Institute in Glasgow, pioneering cancer 
metabolism—a combination of chemistry and 
molecular biology. It was a good decision, 
personally and professionally. But we Israelis 
always keep our eyes open for options to come 
back home. 

Two years ago, my son decided to return to 
Israel. This took place just as Professors 
Aaron Ciechanover and Ze’ev Ronai invited 
me to establish a metabolomics center at the 
Technion. I was delighted for the opportunity 
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my hometown.”

Yoram Cedar
Technion Guardian, Co-Founder, Omega 
Point; former EVP and CTO, SanDisk 
Corp.; Technion B.Sc. and M.Sc., 
Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Architecture

“ The Technion is my second home. 
Growing up in Haifa, I frequently visited 
the Technion campus, where my father, 
Professor Israel Cederbaum, was a 
pioneering member and Dean of the 
Faculty of Electrical Engineering. 
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faculty events and holiday celebrations. 
My wife Zahava and I were married at 
the Technion. For me and for my family, 
the Technion was not only an academic 
journey, it has been an amazing life  
journey, and the faculty have been my 
extended family. 

The seeds for my career were planted 
during my childhood and teenage years. 
My summer fun was working at the 
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its kind in Israel. My love for electronics 
and engineering started in those days. I 
was fascinated by science and inspired 
by technology and innovation. It was 
my formative years at the Technion 
that shaped my character, interests and 
professional aspirations. My commitment 
to the Technion and to Israel is long 
lasting.”

Nitzan Krinsky
Ph.D. student in the Interdisciplinary 
Program for Biotechnology 

“ As a biotech research undergraduate 
student, I loved the lab life. Then I went into 
the army and served for six years. At the end 
of my service I had to decide whether to pursue 
a military career or return to academia—a 
big dilemma. I decided that continuing at the 
Technion was a great opportunity for me. In 
Professor Avi Schroeder’s research group, 
we’re developing therapeutic particles which 
serve as ‘factories’ capable of producing 
medicine inside a patient’s body. 

I still serve in the reserves, but my decision to 
pursue my dream, to become a scientist, was 
right for me. Lab work can be daunting when 
things don’t work so easily. Which is why when 
they do—it’s so amazing! You’ve been trying 
to do something for weeks or even months, you 
make a little change, try again, then one day 
it does what it was supposed to do and you get 
the result you were hoping for! It is a feeling 
of great accomplishment.”

Associate Professor  
Simone Engelender 
M.D. and Ph.D. from the Federal University of Rio de  
Janeiro (Laboratory of Neurodegenerative Diseases–
Rappaport Faculty of Medicine) 

“ We started dating when we were 13 and 14. We grew 
up together in the same Brazilian Jewish community, 
attended the same Zionist youth movement and studied 
medicine at the same university. We did our Ph.D.s in the 
same lab. We both chose research over practicing medicine 
as we love innovation, and continued for postdocs at Johns 
Hopkins. We both became neuroscientists, but our labs are 
entirely separate. We immigrated to Israel 15 years ago 
and have been at the Technion ever since.”
Professor Herman Wolosker
M.D. and Ph.D. from the Federal University of Rio de 
Janeiro (Laboratory of Molecular Neurosciences 
Rappaport Faculty of Medicine) and Coordinator, Prince 
Center for Neurodegenerative Disorders of the Brain

“ We both spoke at the same conference in Eilat. Whoever 
wasn’t lecturing was in the pool with the kids (four and 
one on the way). We are a sort of living experiment. We’re 
the same age, with the exact same background, so we’re 
perfectly positioned to see how society approaches women 
differently. This certainly enriches both of us and improves 
the way we educate the children.”
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There are so 
many Faces of 
the Technion. 
Share your story 
or read more at 
www.ats.org/faces.

I LOVED MILITARY SERVICE,  
BUT I LOVE MY LAB EVEN MORE

FACES of the TECHNION
continued

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY 
BROUGHT ME HOME

MARRIED TO THE TECHNION–
AND TO EACH OTHER

IT’S ALWAYS BEEN 
THE TECHNION

GROWING UP AT 
THE TECHNION



An Astronomical Season

SpaceFest

Genome

Quantum

ome summertime, most 
folks head to the beach, 
lake or mountains. But

for hundreds of the world’s most 
influential scientists, the Tech-
nion was last summer’s hot des-
tination. From the microscopic 
frontiers of genetics and quan-
tum physics to the vast reaches 
of space exploration, the Tech-
nion’s growing global reputation 
was dramatically spotlighted as 
the Haifa campus hosted an all-
star lineup of research symposia.

SPACE IS THE PLACE

In a major first for the university 
and for Israel, the Technion was 
chosen as the launching pad 
for SSP, the International Space 
University’s Space Studies Pro-
gram—a two-month event never 
before held in the Middle East.

“The decision to hold SSP16 
here was a tribute to the ongo-
ing excellence of the Technion 
in space research and educa-
tion,” says Professor Pini Gurfil, 
director of the Technion’s Asher 
Space Research Institute—which 
coordinated the Space Univer-
sity visit with lunar-mission 
precision.“We received unprec-
edented exposure, both local and 
international.”

With astronaut Buzz Aldrin—
the second man to set foot on 
the moon—leading a stellar 
crew of Space U. experts, SSP16 
brought together more than 100 
space enthusiasts, from young 
postgrads to seasoned aeronau-

tics pros, for an intense series of 
workshops exploring all aspects 
of space programs and entrepre-
neurial enterprises. “We were 
gratified to see students from 
24 countries,” says Prof. Gurfil.

As one of the world’s few 
universities with its own space 
program, the Technion was a 
natural to host the SSP, which 
chooses a different location each 
summer. “The Technion’s activi-
ties in space technology and 
science were acknowledged by 
leaders of the worldwide space 
industry,” says Prof. Gurfil, 
“which will lead to future col-
laborations on satellite projects.” 

SSP’s space troopers probed 
topics ranging from artificial 

gravity and human performance 
in space, to Israel’s role in the 
space race and new data on the 
Martian environment. There 
was playtime, too, with teams 
competing to launch rockets and 
build robots designed to explore 
alien surfaces.

The sheer amount of detail in 
shepherding such a large-scale 
event seemed astronomical at 
first, Prof. Gurfil admits. Just 
arranging a live address from a 
crew member aboard the Inter-
national Space Station required 
extensive collaboration with 
NASA. But, he noted, SSP’s aca-
demic director called this SSP16 
probably the most successful in 
the program’s 30 years.

A GAME CHANGER FOR ISRAEL: 
QUANTUM SCIENCE

Experts from as far away as 
Germany, France, Canada and 
the U.S. flocked to Haifa last 
June for the inauguration of the 
Technion Center for Quantum 
Science, Matter and Engineer-
ing. The university marked the 
occasion with the Mark and 
Diane Seiden International Sym-
posium on Quantum Science, 
Matter and Engineering. Twelve 
leading international scientists, 
including Harvey Prize winner 
Immanuel Block of the Max 
Planck Institute, joined experts 
from the Technion and the Weiz-
mann Institute for this event, 
organized by Professors Gadi 
Eisenstein, Moti Segev and Meir 
Orenstein.

Activities in the new Tech-
nion Center focus on merging 
the fundamentals of quantum 
science with engineering prin-
ciples, and paving the way 
toward new devices, systems 
and eventually practical quan-
tum applications. “The field 
of sensing will receive special 
attention because of its wide-
spread applied implications in 
all spheres of life,” says Prof. 
Eisenstein, head of the Tech-
nion’s Russell Berrie 
Nanotechnology Institute.

The Seiden Symposium 
brought together nanotech- 
nology and photonics experts 
with Technion information 
scientists. Presenters debated 
questions on such intriguing 
topics as the properties of 
matter on a molecular level, 
superconductivity, and 
whether “the age of the quan-
tum computer” has arrived. “It’s 
very encouraging,“ says Physics 
Professor David Gershoni, 
“to see interest from renowned 
researchers in what is happen-
ing at the Technion.” ■

High-profile international forums at the Technion
attract top scholars and scientists

The Technion 
Center for 
Quantum 
Science will 
pave the way 
for new devices,  
systems and 
practical 
applications

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S GENES

Meanwhile, some of the world’s 
leading geneticists, clinicians and 
policymakers gathered in Haifa 
to examine “Lessons from the 
Jewish Genome.” Focusing on 
Ashkenazi Jews, it was the first 
international conference to look 
at how ancient “founder” popula-
tions can deepen our understand-
ing of biology and genetics.

Prodding experts to think 
outside the box was just one 
goal, explains conference founder 
Dr. Gad Rennert, a professor in 
the Technion’s Rappaport Fac-
ulty of Medicine, renowned for 
his research on breast cancer 
and related mutations. “More 
important, our mission for the 
layperson is to change attitudes— 
make genetics something that 
empowers rather than fright-
ens. People are sitting home not 
knowing their risk of disease. 
If we actively seek them out and 
test them, we could potentially 
save lives.”

Attendees from more than a 
dozen countries included special-
ists from New York’s Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, 
the head of the U.S. National 
Human Genome Research Insti-
tute, and prominent geneticists 
from Oxford University and 
Imperial College London.

The conference “brought a 
fresh slant to the study of geneti-
cally isolated populations,” 
says Dr. Harry Ostrer of Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine 
in New York. “It stood out for 
the many discoveries in Israel 
and abroad, the opportunities 
for preventing diseases through 
expanded screening and the 
possibilities for developing med-
icines” based on genetic data.

A follow-up conference is 
set for India next fall and will 
examine the Asian genome—
which, like the Ashkenazi, can 
shed important light on wider 
populations.
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The Technion 
was the launch 
pad for SSP16, 
the Inter- 
national Space 
University’s 
Space Studies 
Program 

“Lessons from the 
Jewish Genome” 
was the first inter- 
national conference 
to look at 
genetically isolated  
populations — 
and potentially 
save lives

Astronaut Buzz Aldrin, above left, led a stellar crew of Space U. experts at SSP16, 
which brought together more than 100 space enthusiasts from 24 countries. 
Quantum Symposium organizers (above, l–r) Prof. Meir Orenstein and Distingished 
Prof. Moti Segev with Profs. Uri Sivan and Gadi Eisenstein.
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multiple areas of science and 
technology,” reads the citation 
for the award. Award-winning 
TV news anchor Paula Zahn 
served as the evening’s Master of 
Ceremonies. The event was co-
chaired by Caroline and James 
Gertler, Eric Gertler, and Lauren 
and John J. Veronis.

“I’ve been passionate about 
Israel since high school. So I 
was trying to think of a way 
to benefi t not only Israel, but 
the United States,” says Mr. 
Zuckerman. “The idea was to 
have Israelis study at the high-
est level of technology and sci-
ence in America and vice versa, 
for Americans in Israel. The 
object is not just the intellectual 
accomplishments, but the hope 
that they will establish connec-
tions that are personal, profes-
sional and scientifi c. One plus 
one here equals three.”

Mr. Zuckerman is only the 
16th person to receive The
Technion Medal, which is 
reserved for those who have 
made extraordinary efforts 
to advance the Technion and 
humanity. Previous recipients 
include Qualcomm co-founder 
and Technion supporter Irwin 
M. Jacobs and former Technion 
President Gen. (Res.) Amos 
Horev.

“We proudly honor Mort for 
his foresight and leadership in 
building bridges between the 
U.S. and Israel through this 
game-changing initiative,” says 
Technion President Professor 
Peretz Lavie. “Collaboration
and cooperation are crucial in 
today’s fast-paced world of
science. This is a win-win for 
both countries.”

“These programs 
will give high-
achieving Israeli 
and American 
researchers the 
opportunity
to study in each 
other’s countries 
and will allow 
Israeli universi-
ties to compete
with elite U.S. 
institutions.” 

–MORTIMER B. 
ZUCKERMAN

Above (l–r)
Mortimer B. 
Zuckerman with 
Postdoctoral 
Scholar Dr. Alon 
Grinberg Dana; 
Mr. Zuckerman 
listening to the 
tributes; Master
of Ceremonies,
TV news anchor 
Paula Zahn.

Envisioned by Mortimer B. Zuckerman

“These programs 

The Israel-U.S. STEM Pipeline:

THE ZUCKERMAN POSTDOCTORAL 
SCHOLARS PROGRAM

One of two aspects of the initia-
tive, this program will provide 
the highest-achieving research-
ers from the U.S. and Israel the 
opportunity to study in one 
another’s countries. For the 
academic year 2016–2017, fi ve 
Postdoctoral Scholars from the 
U.S. and Canada are collabor-
ating with leading scientists at 
the Technion as well as at The 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv University and the 
Weizmann Institute of Sci-
ence. Rounding out the research 
exchange, four Zuckerman
Postdoctoral Scholars from
Israel are studying in the U.S. 

One of them, Dr. Alon Grin-
berg Dana, conducted his doctoral 
studies in the Grand Technion 

Energy Program and is spend-
ing his scholarship year at MIT.  
“Thanks to the Zuckerman 
Scholarship, I am able to work 
in the most stimulating research 
environment imaginable,” he 
said at the November event, 
“collaborating with top research-
ers in my fi eld, and asking the 
questions that will take energy 
research to the next frontier.” 

THE ZUCKERMAN FACULTY 
SCHOLARS PROGRAM

The second arm of the program 
provides vital resources to the 
four Israeli universities, allow-
ing them to compete with 
elite American institutions. 
Four Israeli 2016–2017 Faculty 
Scholars who have been teach-
ing in the U.S. have returned to 
professorships in Israel. One is 
Assistant Professor Yachin Ivry, 

who, having conducted his post-
doctoral work at MIT, joins the 
Technion Department of 
Materials Science and Engineer-
ing. “I do the science of small 
things. But the smaller the 
things being studied, the bigger 
the equipment needed,” says 
Prof. Ivry, who collaborates with 
the Russell Berrie Nanotech-
nology Institute and the Grand 
Technion Energy Program.
“We can’t always support that
in Israel. The Zuckerman
STEM Program makes this infra-
structure accessible to me, to 
support my research.” ■  

s Chairman and Editor-
In-Chief of U.S. News & World 
Report, Mortimer B. Zuckerman 
knows a thing or two about
global connectedness. The
Technion became a benefi ciary
of his vision in early 2016 when 
he launched the Zuckerman 
STEM Leadership Program—a 
transformative initiative created 
to foster collaboration between 
scientists in the U.S. and Israel.

The ATS applauded Mr. 
Zuckerman at a dinner event 
in Manhattan in November, 
awarding him the Technion’s 
highest honor, The Technion 
Medal. “The Zuckerman STEM 
Leadership Program will have a 
profound impact on the work of 
the scholars involved, strengthen 
existing collaborations between 
the U.S. and Israel and pave the 
road to future cooperation across 
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Donor Spotlight Inspired by Dad

You don’t have to be a Technion alumnus or 
serial philanthropist to pass on the value of higher 
education. Maurice “Maurie” Gamze loved Israel 
and was an energy conservationist before the idea 
was in vogue. That was enough for Hynda, his 
wife of 57 years, to honor him with a planned gift 
to the Technion—“tying his passion for engineer-
ing to philanthropy”—says their daughter Lisa 
Weinberger. When Maurie passed away in 2009 
at the age of 81, Hynda established The Maurice 
G. Gamze Endowed Fellowship Fund to support 
Technion students’ energy-related research for 
years to come. 

“Some people wait to give at the end of their lives, and others give while 
living,” says Lisa. “I’m delighted that they gave a substantial part of their 
estate to causes that were important to them. They instilled in me the real 
roots of Judaism—good deeds—rather than a sense of entitlement,” says Lisa, 
who, with her husband, runs a private foundation that supports underserved 
communities.

Maurie was a whiz kid who graduated high school at 16 and earned his 
bachelor’s degree at Purdue University at 19. A principal in the engineering 
fi rm Gamze Korobkin Caloger, he was the innovator behind Energy Smart 
Pricing, the nation’s fi rst real-time pricing plan for residential electricity. In 
his never-ending quest for energy effi ciency, he devised an elaborate home 
system of programmable thermostats. “I was always freezing in our home,” 
says Lisa. “But it was all in the name of conservation, which was his legacy.”

Maurie was born in Mexico and grew up in Chicago. His father was a 
rabbi who established an Orthodox congregation and helped Jews immi-
grate to the U.S. after the Holocaust. “My dad was raised in a well-educated, 
socially responsible family,” says Lisa. Maurie and Hynda, who passed away 
in 2014, saw to it that Lisa and her two brothers studied for their bat and bar 
mitzvahs and observed the Jewish holidays. “My father made sure we went 
through every single page of the Haggadah on Passover,” says Lisa. And he 
took the family to Israel twice. 

It was there that his connection to the Technion evolved through his 
friendship with Lucien Bronicki, a member of the Technion Board of Gover-
nors and a Chairman of Ormat Technologies. Interested in Ormat-developed 
technologies, he helped Lucien on proposals for Ormat power units for two 
projects in the U.S. Both were done with Israeli engineers, including Tech-
nion graduates. “The combination of doing something that was good for 
Israel with technologies that were dear to his heart led him to want to help 
young Israelis get a good education,” says Lucien.    

Upon retirement, Maurie worked to bring air conditioning to low-
income residents in inner-city Chicago. “My father would be smiling now 
knowing that his gift to the Technion carries his passion forward,” says Lisa.

For more information on how you can make a difference, please contact Mark 
Hefter, Associate Vice President, Planned Giving, at 212.407.6313 or mark@ats.org.

“The university 
is intent on 
ensuring that 
our gifts are 
put to the best 
use. We feel 
connected to 
each and
every project.”

–ALLEN PRINCE

llen and Jewel Prince 
had been to Israel many times. 
But it wasn’t until 2010 that they 
heard about the Technion while 
having dinner with a neighbor 
and a visiting professor in Boca 
Raton, Fla. They were moved 
by the professor’s personal story 
and his research, and wanted to 
learn more. Throughout the fol-
lowing year, they attended ATS 
programs and met other faculty 
members and students. With 
each encounter their interest 
grew. They began to understand 
the Technion’s role in strength-
ening Israel, and its global effect 

on medical research. To gain a 
full picture of the university, they 
decided to visit the Haifa campus.

 Their visit included stops 
at many research laboratories. 
“We were interested in fi nding a 
project where we could make an 
impact,” says Jewel. “Once we 
got to the medical school, it was 
easy for us to agree on the fi eld of 
immunology because it affected 
our grandson, and others with 
immune issues.”

They were shown a labora-
tory that was in desperately in 
need of renovation, then taken to 
a freshly equipped and updated 
laboratory, which had been com-
pletely transformed. “I saw what 
could be done, and we decided to 

become involved with the proj-
ect,” says Allen.

The Princes provided the 
funds to demolish and rebuild 
the infrastructure, while other 
donors outfi tted the individual 
laboratories. Today, the Princes 
are proud partners in The Allen 
and Jewel Prince Molecular 
Immunology Research Labora-
tory Complex, in honor of their 
children and grandchildren. The 
complex houses six cutting-edge 
labs focused on advancing our 
understanding of cancer, genet-
ics, infl ammatory diseases, aging 
and allergies. 

In June 2014, the Princes, 
along with their three daughters, 
two sons-in-law and fi ve grand-

children, attended a dedication 
ceremony on the site, then under 
construction. Every time they 
look at photos from the event, and 
remember their return trip to tour 
the then up-and-running labs, the 
Princes experience an emotional 
reward. “It was very exciting and 
emotional for us to see the end 
result,” says Jewel, who kept a 
piece of yellow ribbon from the 
construction days as a souvenir. 

The couple’s excitement was 
only surpassed by that of their 
benefi ciaries. “We went from lab 
to lab and spoke with research-
ers and students,” says Allen. 
“There was an outpouring of emo-
tion and enthusiasm, and it was 
very heartfelt.” The experience 
brought such a sense of fulfi llment 
that the Princes strengthened 
their commitment. In 2013, they 
launched The Prince Center for 
Neurodegenerative Disorders of 
the Brain, which supports research 
on Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and 
other neurodegenerative diseases. 
“Knowing this is a worldwide 
issue, we felt that the Technion 
could make an impact in fi nding 
cures for these debilitating dis-
eases.” In 2015, Allen was recog-
nized with a Technion Honorary 
Fellowship for his dedication and 
commitment.

This relationship has been a 
true partnership. The university, 
the Princes say, is intent on ensur-
ing that their gifts are put to the 
best use, and that they feel con-
nected to each and every project. 
“We’re thousands of miles away 
from the laboratories, but every-
one makes us feel comfortable 
that our projects are being moni-
tored properly and our standards 
are being met,” says Allen. “From 
President (Peretz) Lavie on down, 
the faculty and students at the 
Technion are very much involved 
in what’s happening on campus.” 
Jewel adds: “We feel like family, 
and one is responsible to take care 
of one’s family.” ■

The Allen and Jewel Prince 
Molecular Immunology 
Research Laboratory Complex 
under construction (above) 
and completed (right)

Maurice and Hynda GamzeAllen and Jewel Prince 



I feel extremely fortunate that in my role I have the 
opportunity to meet the many faces of the Technion. Whether 
it is listening to the spirited journey of a first-year student 
over a cup of coffee or joining our rising Ph.D.s in their labs 
as they discuss their complex research, I am in awe. The 
Technion’s sheer concentration of talent and passion is like 
nothing else I’ve seen in my career in higher education.

My feeling of awe doesn’t end after leaving 
the Haifa or New York City campuses. It 
actually grows stronger each time I meet 
with our alumni, lay leaders and especially 
our supporters. Each of you embody what 
it takes to help make the Technion a top 10 
global institution. As Technion President 
Professor Peretz Lavie says, leading univer-
sities need three things: excellent students, 
top faculty and a sense of mission. We are 
setting our sights unbelievably high: 
curing cancer, revolutionizing technology 
and extending human life by decades.
All of this is possible. And it is possible 
because of you. 

You are one of the faces of the Technion. 
You are a Technion brand ambassador whose 
voice and influence extends far beyond your 

community. And it is through your own words to your network of friends, fam-
ily and colleagues that we will be able to 
expand our supporter base.

We cannot succeed without your help.
To that end, we are introducing our new 

Technion Fund, which will help ensure 
that our supporters have access to a broad 
array of opportunities for engagement at 
all levels. You may choose to allocate your 
gift to one of the following focus areas: 
Student Support, Defense, Biomedicine, 
Faculty Support, Sustainability, and Inter-
national Collaborations. The Technion 
Fund supports the entire ecosystem neces-
sary to maintain the Technion’s distinctive 
strengths. 

So, yes, share your stories about the 
Technion. Pass along this magazine and that last article you read about a Tech-
nion innovation. And please help us get the word out about the new Technion 
Fund. You are the key to inspiring and engaging more Technion supporters. 

Please visit www.ats.org/TechnionFund to donate now.
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In 1923, Albert Einstein visited 
the one building that was then the 
Technion. Despite its small size and 
lack of funds, its mission and vision 
of offering Jewish students a world-
class education so impressed him 
that upon returning to Berlin, he 
founded and chaired the world’s first 
Technion society.

Since then, the number of societies has  
grown to 20, and with the generosity of friends, 
alumni and supporters worldwide, has helped 
the Technion become the leading institution it 
is today. Here’s an update on what’s going on in 
three Technion societies around the globe.

ISRAEL

THE ISRAEL FRIENDS OF TECHNION (IFT) recruited 
17 alumni to its Executive Board last year. 
Led by Chairman Hagai Shalom and CEO Ofer 
Simchony, IFT has broadened its supporter 
base through its new annual giving program. 
Targeting the 1,000 most successful Technion 
alumni, IFT is building relationships with high-
net-worth alumni, bringing in its first recurring 
gifts earlier this year. Rafi Mehoudar, a Technion 
graduate and “the father of commercial drip 
irrigation,” recently made a major contribution 
toward establishing the Mehoudar Innovation 
Center, which will nurture Israel’s future inven-
tors and entrepreneurs. In a second initiative to 
develop alumni support, founders of startups 
who might not be currently capable of giving 
are asked to consider allocating stock options 
that would be exercised if their company is 
successful. Finally, IFT is expanding its outreach 
to multinationals in Israel, which have long 
been supporting the Technion with scholarships, 
research programs and diversity initiatives. 
Apple is one of its newest recruits. 

CANADA

Much like the Technion itself, TECHNION 

CANADA, established in 1943, seems to be moti-
vated by challenges. Based in a vast country 
characterized by diverse cultures, the society 
accomplishes incredible feats with only four 

staff members. How do they do it? It’s all about 
strategically identifying key relationships—and 
investing in cultivating them. 

Technion Canada has created thriving part-
nerships with leading Canadian universities in 
diverse fields: University of Calgary in clean-
tech; the University of Waterloo in quantum 
information science, nanotechnology and water; 
and the Lassonde School of Engineering, which 
sends students to the Technion to develop entre-
preneurial skills. The society also focuses on 
outreach to Technion alumni (there are more 
than 600 living in Canada) and Generation NEXT. 
Innovations such as ReWalk (assistive mobility 
device for paraplegics); programs that are making 
a difference, like Engineers Without Borders; and 
cutting-edge disciplines including nanotechnol-
ogy and biomedicine, are some of the Technion 
successes that energize these groups. 

FRANCE

A relative newcomer to the Technion family, 
TECHNION FRANCE, founded in 2002, prides 
itself on doing things differently. Rather than 
employing the usual fundraising approach, based 
largely on targeting the Jewish community, 
Director Muriel Touaty has found a more direct 
path that works well for modern-day France. 
Because many large, public companies are inter-
ested in cutting-edge R&D and innovation, the 
society seeks them out and arranges events that 
reflect their area of interest. 

Leading companies such as L’Oreal, the phar-
maceutical giant Sanofi S.A., and the advertis-
ing and communications multinational Havas 
Group have sponsored Technion France galas, 
classical concerts, colloquiums and other high-
profile gatherings. Medical tech, artificial intel-
ligence, smart cities and energy are among the 
most popular topics. In addition, high-ranking 
government ministers, and even the President 
of France, have backed society events. The 
society also partners with private companies, 
which have supported the Technion through 
R&D funding, fellowships, grants and other 
investments.

If you would  like to learn more about Technion societies 
around the world, please contact info@ats.org.

A World-Class University 
Built on Global Efforts

“We are introducing 
our new Technion 
Fund, which will 
help ensure that 
all supporters 
have access to 
a broad array of 
opportunities 
for engagement 
at all levels.”

“You may 
choose 
to allocate 
your gift 
to a personally 
meaningful 
focus area.”

EXECUTIVE 
VICE PRESIDENT 
JEFFREY RICHARD
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This year, the new  
Cornell Tech campus, home 
to the Jacobs Technion-
Cornell Institute, will be 
opening for classes—and 
our tour will include a 
VIP visit to this cutting-
edge university. In 2018, 
the tour will continue in 
China for an enlightening 
experience at the Guangdong 
Technion Israel Institute of 
Technology. To register 
and learn more, visit 
www.technionworldtour.org

Please join us on the

CHINA : GUANGDONG TECHNION ISRAEL 
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

NEW YORK: CORNELL TECH, HOME TO THE JOAN & IRWIN 
JACOBS TECHNION-CORNELL INSTITUTE


